In this chapter I discuss the constitution of gendered subjects and subjectivity in Pakistan's educational discourse. I especially focus on the mechanisms embedded in curricula and the textbooks through which subjects 1 and subjectivities are constituted and ordered. Curricula, especially textbooks, are the sites where educational discourse, drawing on the economic (peripheral capitalism, global capitalism), political (statist, nationalist) and religious discourses (among other discourses) constitutes gendered subjects and subjectivities. Textbooks are also the sites where these and other discourses compete and contend to assign or fix meanings to different signs in the discourse. Meaning fixation involves ascribing certain values to certain signs (notions, words, symbols, concepts) and the privileging of certain signs by ascribing to them superior meanings. Meaning fixation also involves the use of binaries (e.g., male-female, nation-enemy, etc.) to create the "other" where the first element is good, better, superior, rational, privileged, in other words, the "self," and the second bad, worse than, inferior, irrational, in other words, the "other."
necessary, disqualify and invalidate " (1979: 223) . The crucial difference is that while the juridical system defines the unitary subject (e.g., in relation to law, the state), the discourse, through discipline, constitutes subjects that are defined in relation to one another. Discourse creates power and power relations. The linchpin of the exercise of power and the regulation of power relations between subjects is surveillance. Here once again the Foucauldian notion of surveillance is different from the traditional notion of surveillance. Surveillance in the Foucauldian sense is not carried out by a single source from a single point in society. It is carried out or exercised from multiple points through the power relations among the subjects. Surveillance, as Foucault (1979) suggests, perfects the exercise of power. For example, the educational discourse in Pakistan constitutes subjectivities in such a way that some subjects are accorded the status (and power) of surveillance over other subjects. Let me use a lengthy quotation from Foucault's Discipline and Punish to make this point: [Discipline] in each of its applications makes it possible to perfect the exercise of power. It does this in several ways: because it can reduce the number of those who exercise it, while increasing the number of those on whom it is exercised. Because it is possible to intervene at any moment and because the constant pressure acts even before the offence, mistake or crimes have been committed. Because, in these conditions, its strength is that it never intervenes, it is exercised spontaneously and without noise, it constitutes a mechanism where effects follow from one another. . . . In short, it arranges things in such a way that the exercise of power is not added from outside, like a rigid, heavy constraint, to the function it invents, but it is so subtly present in them as to increase their efficiency by itself increasing its own points of contact. " (1979: 206) The distribution of surveillance at various points in society constitutes a gaze that is omnipresent and effective. An example from Pakistan elaborates this point. Educational discourse in Pakistan, and especially the curricula and textbooks, constitute gendered subjects in such a way (as I discuss below) that the male subjects are not only privileged over the female subjects but some of the former are also accorded a status from which they keep a continuous surveillance over the latter. There is thus a constant gaze, which orders the gender (and power) relations in the society. In Foucauldian terms, each gaze forms "a part of the overall functioning of power" (Foucault 1979: 171) .
